
Over Forty (40) USSIA staff and members from 
other MBOs/ associations from the Eastern 
and Central regions participated in a two-day 

Business Training that was organized by SNV Uganda 
in Jinja that took place from the 29th to the 30th of 
September 2022 at the Source of the Nile Hotel in Jinja. 

The Business Skills training aimed at empowering 
entrepreneurs and stakeholders from the Local 
Government and Associations with Business skills 
under the Triple Bottom-Line theme that focused on 
equipping them with knowledge and skills maximizing 
the triple Ps of Planet, People and Profit during their 
business implementation.

The participants from the various districts in the project 
area with representatives from the districts of Dokolo. 
Lira, Wakiso, Mukono, Kampala, Oyam, Jinja among 
others attended the two day training organized under the 
IMEU program (Inclusive Market for Energy Efficiency 

in Uganda) under SNV which aims at improving Energy 
Efficiency of Institutions, Businesses and Households in 
Agriculture and built environments.

The training also focused on empowering the 
participants with the key fundamentals of the Market 
Development Fund (MDF) in order to enable them 
ably and effectively communicate and reach out to the 
various potential beneficiaries in their various areas/ 
regions.

The Market Development Fund (MDF) is a 
matching grant that will be issued by SNV to 
various beneficiaries aimed at promoting Energy 

Efficiency in the economy. The various beneficiaries of 
this grant include the Entrepreneurs in the Agricultural 
Sector, Schools, Hospitals, Households, Producers of 
Energy Efficiency products and equipment among many 
others. 
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USSIA Members Participate in 
a One-Week Clean Energy Week 
Expo in Arua.

A one-week Energy expo in Arua was 
organized by GIZ and Ministry of energy 
and mineral development in Arua city from 

the 25th to 30th of September. 
This expo was held at Arua hill former market 
grounds and was implemented in partnership with 
USSIA, UNREEEA, Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Development and other stakeholders. 

The expo was organized to create awareness 
about clean energy and promote the different 
SMEs that are under the Renewable Energy Sector 

which included key energy sector players like 
entrepreneurs who manufacture solar products. 
Renewable energy products, Energy-efficient 
equipment among others.

During the expo, AES one of the USSIA 
members from Kampala a manufacturer of 
stoves was able to exhibit his products and 

market during the exhibition. This hence created 
market and visibility of his products to different 
stakeholders in a way that he was able to sell off 
some of his products to the stakeholders. 
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USSIA Members Take 
Part in Digital Marketing/ 
Dissemination Workshop.

Over forty (40) USSIA members were able 
to receive Digital business marketing skills 
to digitize SMEs which was organized 

and funded by Government of Uganda through 
Makerere University Research and innovations 
Fund On the 29th of September 2022. The training 
was implemented by College of Business and 
management sciences of Makerere university and 
was held at St. Joseph’s Virika Inn in Fort Portal 
City, Kabarole District. 

Dr. Kassim one of the facilitators from Makerere 
university highlighted the project’s objectives that 
was premised on the prior needs assessment that 
were initially made in Mbale and Fort Portal which 
guided the implementation of the training. The 

workshop targeted the strengthening business 
owners and managers for sustainable growth of 
small businesses in Uganda.

The members were also addressed on the 
fundamental approaches of doing business in 
the modern world in consideration of the lessons 
learnt from COVID 19 pandemic that previously 
hit the world. 

The workshop also highlighted on the 
government’s objective on focusing on 
small scale entrepreneurs for national 

growth and its intention to digitalize Uganda as 
well as technology consumer’s protection.



Pride’s Youth Inclusion 
Program Trainings Ongoing in 
Central Uganda

In a bid to empower Youth Entrepreneurs in Uganda, 
last week marked the third week of the Pride 
Micro Finance’s Youth Inclusion Program with the 

aim of promoting youth Youth entrepreneurship and 
employment with a full week training of the second 
youths’ cohort from the Kampala metropolitan 
districts of Kampala, Mukono and Wakiso.

Over 100 youths from the three districts participated 
the Entrepreneurship, Business Development Skills 
training that focused on empowering the youths 
with Business Development and Financial Literacy 
skills during the five-day training that took place 
from the26th – 30th September 2022.
The Youth Inclusion Program is supported by the 

European Investment Bank in partnership with 
Pride Micro Finance Bank and Uganda Small Scale 
Industries Association which geared towards 
building capacity of Youth entrepreneurs in the 
Central region of Kampala, Mukono and Wakiso 
Districts.

The project will also help support and boost 
their businesses through helping them access 
affordable financial services and loans to help 

them scale up their business capacities through 
acquiring equipment and any other additional 
requirements that their businesses may require for 
expansion and growth.
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Centenary Bank Team 
Meeting with USSIA Members 
in the West Nile Region.

The West Nile-based USSIA members were 
able to take part in the financial literacy 
training which was organized by USSIA in 

partnership with the Centenary Bank officials from 
both the Head Office and as well as Centenary 
Bank Arua branch on the 29th of September 2022 
at Jershem hotel. 

The main purpose of this training was to empower 
and enlighten the members with key financial 
literacy and management skills that can be 
adopted and used in their businesses to foster 
sustainability and growth.

During the training, the manager took the members 

through how to manage business finances and the 
appropriate loans to take to avoid choking. 
MSMEs were also encouraged to acquire 
agriculture loans whose interests are charged 
seasonally or by overdraft in order to lessen the 
pressure on interest charges.

The USSIA team urged members to open up 
accounts with the bank and be able to benefit 
from the opportunity as well as the favorable 
interest rates to be granted to the MSMEs.

This training was attended by over thirty-
nine (39) members of USSIA based in the 
West Nile region.
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UNDP Organizes AfCFTA 
Capacity Building for East 
African BSOs 

As the African states prepare for the African 
Continental Free Trade Area Agreement 
which is in its final stages, there remains 

a need to ensure the readiness of the MSMEs to 
enable them to tap into the vast opportunities that 
will come with the opening of the boarders across 
the African continent.
UNDP as a leading stakeholder in AfCFTA advocacy 
and capacity building organized a workshop 
themed: “Empowering MSMEs, women, and youth 
entrepreneurs to harness the AfCFTA opportunity” 
from the 20th - 23rd of September, 2022. 

The three-day training’s key objective was to 
train business membership organizations on the 
fundamentals of the AfCFTA and what steps they 
can take to deliver relevant and tailored services 

to support MSME competitiveness in a new world 
characterized by a liberalized African market.
Over 25 business support organizations (BSOs) 
representing MSMEs businesses in East Africa and 
other regional blocks within the Continent attended 
the workshop and participated in very productive 
deliberations that focused on the various ways that 
MSMEs can identify import/export and investment 
opportunities.  

The training took place at Hotel Africana, in 
Kampala City in Uganda, and had delegates 
and participants from across the African 

continent.
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Worker’s PAS Program in Mukono 

The USSIA Greater Mukono team led by the Regional coordinator Mukono zone was able 
to distribute more than 14 worker’s PAS booklets to youths in Mukono. These included the 
youths that had benefited from the Skill up Kampala project during tracing and following 
up.

Supplier engagement workshop 

There was a Supplier Engagement workshop on the 30th of September, at Kolping Hotel in 
Masindi district. The event organized that was under the 360 project by Total energies was 
attended by over twenty USSIA members in the Albertine region as well as other business 
people

NEWS 
Flash
26th, Sept - 2nd Oct, 

2022


